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Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture Collaborative Research Unit: Activity Report 

1. Title:

Network Studies
2010

2. Contact Person
Bettina Gramlich-Oka (*4065; gramlich-oka@sophia.ac.jp)

3. Other members:
Faculty members: Shion Kono, Mathew Thompson, Caroline Hirasawa

Further members of this research group include scholars from Tokyo and vi-
cinity, such as Linda Grove, Thomas Harper, Kate Nakai, Gaye G. Rowley and 
Fumiko Umezawa. 

Also many post-docs and PhD students join on a regular basis.

4. Goal and Purpose:
The ICC unit, which was initiated in 2010 (please see Network studies HP), an-
alyzes cross-cultural networks. In a highly connected world, personal, political, 
or economic networks are often assumed (with suspicion) but seldom studied 
cross-culturally. The unit collaboratively comes up with a set of theories and 
models for prosopography and network analysis that consider groups as ele-
ments in society. The focus is not on the individual but on the individual with-
in the context of family, work, and leisure. In other words, the research unit 
highlights the importance of the places in which an individual is active and the 
function he performs within society. 

Panorama of Edo (now Tokyo) showing daimyo residences, Japan by Felix Beato via Wikipedia

https://jbdb.jp/#/
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The research project is an ongoing one with various time periods and regions 
as its concentration. 

As a start-up project we discuss the available theories, methods, and models 
for our network analysis. This knowledge serves as our foundation for our first 
focus, on the early modern period in Japan, an understudied era in regards to 
network analysis. The project “Intellectual Networks in Early Modern Japan 
and Beyond” focuses on various groups with an integrative analysis of a wide 
variety of writings. The conclusions will enhance our understanding of both 
the ideological realm, which informed policies ordered by the shogunate and 
the domains of the regional rulers (daimyo), and the practical realm of how 
these networks operated. The results will emphasize the traffic of ideas and 
endeavors among people from various backgrounds and stations in life be-
yond narrow geographic borders. 

5. Activities in Past and Future:
Since launching our research group in May 2010 the research unit has been 
active in various forms: (Please refer to our HP for details):

a. The unit meets monthly as a reading group, in which primary sources are 
read.

b. In addition the unit had a weeklong sōrōbun workshop, in which seven par-
ticipated under the instruction of Professor Fumiko Umezawa.

c. The unit also hosted two workshops on Network studies, which were video 
recorded and are accessible on the Sophia Homepage. 

• Workshop 1.　November 20, 2010 

• Workshop 2.　January 15, 2011

 
Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture presents a conference on

Intellectual Networks in Early Modern Japan
The first workshop of the research group “Network Studies” introduces recent trends in the field of Tokugawa history. 
We have three presenters who will share their recent research on networks in the Tokugawa period. 
In addition, as an understudied era in regards to network analysis, the workshop welcomes the audience to discuss methods 
and models for a network analysis. 

Program:

13:30–14:30 Anne Walthall (UC Irvine):
Seeking fame in Kyoto: Hirata Atsutane's use of social networks

When sent into exile in 1841, Hirata Atsutane had to convince the Akita domain authorities that he was sufficiently 
established as a scholar for them to spare scarce resources in granting him rank, office, and stipend. To this end, he 
prepared a document describing how and by whom he achieved recognition for his scholarship. By focusing specifically on 
the individuals he used to get connections to the high and mighty, this talk will attempt to analyze this document in terms of 
how he used social networks to further his career. 

14:45–15:45 Niels van Steenpaal (Kyoto University)
Social and Cultural Activity surrounding Filial Children in the Edo Period

It is a well-known fact that from the end of the seventeenth century onwards bakuhan authorities, motivated by the 
intensely political and hierarchal narratives of “moral education” and “benevolent government”, started to grant monetary 
rewards to people who displayed exceptional filial piety. Much less familiar however is the fact that there were also many 
private initiatives concerned with bestowing rewards and praise upon filial sons and daughters. Moreover, examination of 
these private activities seems to suggest that their motives were of intellectual, social and cultural nature and that they took 
place within a network of like-minded men of more or less equal status. 

In this presentation I will introduce and examine the case of Mankichi, a filial boy from the Ise province. Using a variety of 
sources, I will reconstruct the events that led up to Mankichi’s official bakufu reward in 1787, and detail the private activities 
surrounding Mankichi before as well as after this reward. While doing so, I will rethink the context in which virtue was 
celebrated during the pre-modern period, and address some issues concerning the social networks that were involved.

16:00–17:00 Gideon Fujiwara (Hirosaki University):
Northern Link in the Hirata Network: Tsuruya Ariyo and the Tsugaru Group

Hirata Atsutane (1776-1843)’s Nativist (Kokugaku) academy, the Ibukinoya, is well documented for its vigorous 
transactions of books and other objects, as well as for its exchange of the latest information on the socio-political scene in 
Edo (and later Tokyo) and locales throughout nineteenth-century Japan. Atsutane’s adopted son Hirata Kanetane (1799-
1880) and grandson Hirata Nobutane (1828-72) are credited for their role as administrators in expanding student enrolment 
and building ties with these local communities through meticulous letter-writing. Tsuruya Ariyo (1808-1871) became the 
Hirata academy’s first student from Hirosaki (Tsugaru) domain and served as the Tsugaru Group’s contact and leader who 
kept regular correspondence with Kanetane and Nobutane. In this presentation, I will examine letters exchanged between 
Ariyo and the Hirata Academy in order to examine the Tsugaru Group’s activities and consider their significance within the 
Hirata network and in intellectual history from the late-Tokugawa to early-Meiji period.

Access to Sophia University:http://www.sophia.ac.jp/eng/info/access/directions/access_yotsuya
Campus map: http://www.sophia.ac.jp/eng/info/access/map/map_yotsuya

Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture
7-1 Kioicho,Chiyoda-ku,Tokyo, 102-8554,JAPAN:
TEL:+81-(0)3-3238-4082: FAX:+81-(0)3-3238-4081: Email:diricc@sophia.ac.jp
Web page:http://icc.fla.sophia.ac.jp/2010/101120_Intellectual_Networks_Workshop.htm

Date: November 20, 2010 
Location: Sophia University, Bldg. 10, 3rd Floor, Room 301 
Time: 13:30 until 17:00 
Organizer:  Network Study Research Group (Sophia University) 
L anguage:  English 
Web:http://pweb.cc.sophia.ac.jp/bgo/net/Network_studies/home.net 

 
Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture presents a conference 

Networks in Early/Modern Japan
 
 
 
 
 

13:30–14:15
Anna Beerens (Leiden, NL):
“Those who really know me...”
The things we say about ourselves are not always true. We may not be maliciously false, but we embellish, dissemble, put up a front. 
We even deceive ourselves. Whereas the sociologist or the psychologist can ask a person what he ‘really thinks’, the historian has to 
make do with ego-documents: texts through which an individual intentionally or unintentionally reveals him- or herself. These are a 
notoriously unreliable source. To lay bare the author’s strategies or expose instances of self-deception can be quite a challenge. 
One way to do this is to look at individuals in the context of their social network. Ideally, research of this kind should go beyond the 
biographical. A structure of interdependencies will disclose internal value systems and patterns of behavior that may present a 
clearer insight into a person’s course of action than this person’s own story. This talk will be a methodological exploration focusing on 
the social networks of eighteenth-century Japanese scholars and artists.

14:30–15:15
Shalmit Bejarano (Japan Foundation):
Between the popular and the canonic: Revisiting Tachibana Morikuni’s manuals for painters
Educated as a Kano school painter in Osaka but known primarily for his popular painting manuals, the artist Tachibana Morikuni
(1679-1748) makes a fascinating case-study of art networks in eighteenth-century Japan. Morikuni’s manuals popularized canonic 
painting themes, which presumably led to his expulsion from the Kano school circles for his dispersing of school’s secret 
transmissions. My paper, however, argues that Chinese printed books and painting manuals played a more dominant role in his work 
than hitherto been considered. Moreover, analyzing Morikuni’s own sketchy art theories shed light on connections between early
modern schools of painting.

15:30–16:15
Andrew Kamei-Dyche (USC)
Social Circles and the Intellectual Community in Late Meiji Japan: A Case Study of the Mokuyōkai
Recent years have seen increasing attention afforded modern Japanese intellectuals, both as individuals and as participants in 
particular debates and/or schools of thought. Far less attention, however, has been paid to the social lives of intellectuals as a group. 
Intellectual life was strongly based around social circles, which facilitated connections between teachers and disciples, and writers 
and publishers. They thus functioned as networks essential to the development of one’s career and reputation as a writer or scholar. 
Through a case study of Natsume Sōseki’s Mokuyōkai in the first decade of the twentieth century, this paper seeks to discuss how 
these circles functioned, the characteristic relationships and activities that underpinned them, and the vital role they played in the 
Japanese intellectual community at the time.

16:30–17:15
Juliane Schlag (Halle, Germany)
The formation of “scientific communities”–
Medical Knowledge Transfer from Germany to Japan in Meiji-Japan
Fujikawa Yū’s publication on the electrotherapy in 1904 offers the backdrop to the study of transnational scientific communities 
between Germany and Japan. Members of scientific communities are distinguished by different nationalities, a common occupational 
field, and a homogeneous code of values and standards concerning their specific field. The microanalysis of one such community 
demonstrates the exchange of knowledge including their shared code of writing and publishing standards in the Meiji period. 

Access to Sophia University:http://www.sophia.ac.jp/eng/info/access/directions/access_yotsuya
Campus map: http://www.sophia.ac.jp/eng/info/access/map/map_yotsuya

Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture
7- Kioicho,Chiyoda-ku,Tokyo, 102-8554,JAPAN:TEL:+81-(0)3-3238-4082:
FAX:+81-(0)3-3238-4081:Email:diricc@sophia.ac.jp
Web page: http://icc.fla.sophia.ac.jp/html/events/2010-2011/intellectual_networks_2.html

Date: January 15, 2011
Location: Sophia University, Bldg. 10, 3 Floor, Room 301
Time: 13:30 until 17:15
Organizer: Network Study Research Group (Sophia University)
Language: English
Web: http://pweb.cc.sophia.ac.jp/bgo/net/Network_studies/home.net

https://jbdb.jp/#/
https://ocw.cc.sophia.ac.jp/dep/comparativeculture/
https://2edff9ab-00d2-4eff-a8cf-088092b1f018.usrfiles.com/ugd/2edff9_c779e4a0f4b04519a29678babc89bff4.pdf
https://2edff9ab-00d2-4eff-a8cf-088092b1f018.usrfiles.com/ugd/2edff9_db87a7555f564e0894fbd3436688b2b9.pdf
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d. With the help of a research assistant the prosopographical database is con-
tinuously fed.

e. One journal article will be published as a result and the financial support 
from the ICC in February. Bettina Gramlich-Oka, “Neo-Confucianism reconsid-
ered: Family Rituals in the Rai Household,” US-Japan Women’s Journal, vol. 39, 
2010.

6. Plans and goals:

a. The unit will continue the monthly meetings

b. Further workshops are in planning

c. Three of the members will be at the European Association for Japanese 
Studies, Tallinn, Estonia, in August 2011 to present their research under the 
umbrella of our unit. 

d. The conference papers will be published in a special issue.

e. The database will be put up on a server in order to have not only data visual-
ized but also put on GIS maps.

f. Bettina Gramlich-Oka will apply for a research grant from JSPS in the fall 
2011.




