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Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture Collaborative Research Unit: Activity Report 

1. Title:

Network Studies
2011

2. Contact Person
Bettina Gramlich-Oka (*4065; gramlich-oka@sophia.ac.jp)

3. Other members:
Faculty members: David Wank, Shion Kono, Mathew Thompson, Caroline 
Hirasawa

Further members of this research group include scholars from Tokyo and vi-
cinity, such as Linda Grove, Thomas Harper, Kate Nakai, Gaye G. Rowley and 
Fumiko Umezawa. 

Also many post-docs and PhD students join on a regular basis.

4. Goal and Purpose:
The ICC unit, which was initiated in 2010 (please see Network studies HP), an-
alyzes cross-cultural networks. In a highly connected world, personal, political, 
or economic networks are often assumed (with suspicion) but seldom studied 
cross-culturally. The unit collaboratively comes up with a set of theories and 
models for prosopography and network analysis that consider groups as ele-
ments in society. The focus is not on the individual but on the individual with-
in the context of family, work, and leisure. In other words, the research unit 
highlights the importance of the places in which an individual is active and the 
function he performs within society. 

Panorama of Edo (now Tokyo) showing daimyo residences, Japan by Felix Beato via Wikipedia

https://jbdb.jp/#/
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The research project is an ongoing one with various time periods and regions as 
its concentration. 

As a start-up project we discuss the available theories, methods, and models for 
our network analysis. This knowledge serves as our foundation for our first focus, 
on the early modern period in Japan, an understudied era in regards to network 
analysis. The project “Intellectual Networks in Early Modern Japan and Beyond” 
focuses on various groups with an integrative analysis of a wide variety of writ-
ings. The conclusions will enhance our understanding of both the ideological 
realm, which informed policies ordered by the shogunate and the domains of the 
regional rulers (daimyo), and the practical realm of how these networks operat-
ed. The results will emphasize the traffic of ideas and endeavors among people 
from various backgrounds and stations in life beyond narrow geographic borders. 

5. Activities in Past and Future:
Since launching our research group in May 2010 the research unit has been ac-
tive in various forms: (Please refer to our HP for details):

a. The unit meets monthly as a reading group, in which primary sources are read.

b. In addition the unit hosted three workshops on Network studies, which were 
video recorded and are accessible on the Sophia Homepage. 

• Workshop 3.　June 11, 2011

d. With the help of a research assistant the prosopographical database is contin-
uously fed.

e. One journal article has been published as a result and the financial support 
from the ICC in February. Bettina Gramlich-Oka, “Neo-Confucianism reconsid-
ered: Family Rituals in the Rai Household,” US-Japan Women’s Journal, vol. 39, 
2010.

f. And the project was represented at the European Association for Japanese 
Studies, Tallinn, Estonia in August 2011 with a successful panel.

 
Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture presents a conference  
 
 

Networks in Early Modern Japan 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
13:30–14:30 
Ochiai Kō (Shudo University, Hiroshima):  
A village headman’s network and the ideology of “national interest” 
The ideology of “national interest” became established not as an abstract ideal of government, but rather as a practical 
mindset based on the idea of systematically enriching the state. Ikegami Tarōzaemon (1718–1798), the headman 
(nanushi) of a village in the vicinity of Edo, is one such practitioner. Tarōzaemon dedicated his whole life to spreading 
sugar cultivation and production in order to stop the outflow of bullion for sugar imports. Crucial to his success was 
Tarōzaemon‟s exploitation of his influential social network. His far-reaching connections included people he knew 
through his position as the village head of Daishikawaramura as well as people whom he had met through their 
common interest in haikai poetry. His network further extended to the shogunate‟s most powerful politician, Tanuma 
Okitsugu, whose support for the sugar project was crucial. The thread linking individuals within this network to 
Tarōzaemon‟s sugar-related efforts was a shared commitment to an ideology of “national interest.” 
 
 
14:45–15:45 
Bettina Gramlich-Oka (Sophia University): 
Following one’s father’s aspiration: “Know the Way” 
Rai Shunsui (1746-1816), the oldest son from a reasonably well-off family of dyers in Takehara in Aki province, left 
Takehara for the Kansai region in 1764 at the young age of nineteen. Nominally undertaken to cure a chronic disease, 
the trip in fact bespoke Shunsui‟s determination to distinguish himself. With him he carried a list of over one hundred 
names of prominent men in Sakai, Osaka, and Kyoto. Before his return four months later he had made contact with 
seventy-four scholars, intellectuals, and other influential men. Focusing on two records kept by Shunsui, Tōyūzakki 
(Record of my trip east, 1764) and Zaishinkiji (Record of my stay in Osaka, undated), the paper will investigate 
Shunsui‟s formation of a personal network that would ultimately bring him employment at the Hiroshima domain school 
and help him establish a reputation as one of the most influential and respected scholars of the late eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries.  
 
 
16:30–17:00 
Takeshi Moriyama (Murdoch University, Perth) 
Between a Snowy Village and the Edo Bunjin Salon 
Apart from his book Hokuetsu seppu, pub. 1837-1842, Suzuki Bokushi (1770-1842) is famous for his extensive 
communication network, notwithstanding his location in a remote rural town in Echigo province and his modest lifestyle 
as a farmer-merchant. One of his address books, „Kumoino kari‟, contains hundreds of entries listing people from whom 
he received letters. These correspondents were geographically spread from Mutsu to Higo, and ranged socially from 
famous authors and kabuki actors to rural intellectuals and samurai officials. Examples of illustrious figures in the 
address book are Kyōden, Bakin, Ikku, Hokusai, Bōsai, Nampo, Danjūrō and Ebizō. Several courtesans in the pleasure 
quarter of Yoshiwara, including the celebrated beauty Hanaōgi, are also named. This paper examines the cultural and 
social mechanisms which enabled Bokushi to make contact with such celebrities in Edo, and the extent to which 
Bokushi was able to participate in the urban bunjin salon. 

 
Access to Sophia University:http://www.sophia.ac.jp/eng/info/access/directions/access_yotsuya 

                     Campus map: http://www.sophia.ac.jp/eng/info/access/map/map_yotsuya 
 
 

Date: June 11, 2011 
Location: Sophia University, Bldg. 10, 3rd Floor, Room 301 
Time: 13:30 until 17:00 
Organizer: Network Study Research Group (Sophia University)  
Language: English 
Web: http://pweb.cc.sophia.ac.jp/bgo/network_studies/ 

         Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture 
7-1 Kioicho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 102-8554, JAPAN. 

    Tel: +81-(0)3-3238-4082. Fax: +81-(0)3-3238-4081. email:diricc@sophia.ac.jp 
         Web page: http://icc.fla.sophia.ac.jp 
 
we 
 

https://jbdb.jp/#/
https://ocw.cc.sophia.ac.jp/dep/comparativeculture/
https://2edff9ab-00d2-4eff-a8cf-088092b1f018.usrfiles.com/ugd/2edff9_72e565e6d31044e095d11fef72aaf7be.pdf
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6. Plans and goals:

a. The unit will continue the monthly meetings

b. Further workshops are in planning

c. The database is now up on a server and will be available soon for the public.

f. Bettina Gramlich-Oka will apply for a research grant from JSPS in the fall 
2011.
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Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture Collaborative Research Unit: Activity Report 

1. Title:

Network Studies
2015

2. Contact Person
Bettina Gramlich-Oka (*4065; gramlich-oka@sophia.ac.jp)

3. Other members:
Faculty members: Mathew Thompson, Christian Hess, David Slater, David 
Wank. 

Further members of this research group include scholars from Tokyo and vi-
cinity, such as Linda Grove, Thomas Harper, Kate Nakai, Gaye G. Rowley and 
Fumiko Umezawa. 

4. Goal and Purpose:
The ICC unit, which was initiated in 2010 (please see Network studies HP), 
analyzes cross-cultural networks. As a start-up project we discuss the avail-
able theories, methods, and models for our network analysis. This knowledge 
serves as our foundation for our first focus, on the early modern period in Ja-
pan, an understudied era in regards to network analysis. The project “Intellec-
tual Networks in Early Modern Japan and Beyond” focuses on various groups 
with an integrative analysis of a wide variety of writings. The conclusions 
will enhance our understanding of both the political realm, which informed 
policies ordered by the shogunate and the domains of the regional rulers 
(daimyo), and the practical realm of how these networks operated. The results 

Edo map 江戸切絵図: ‘Picture map of Aoyama and Shibuya 青山渋谷絵図, the national Diet Library 国立国会図書館.via Wikimedia Commons

https://jbdb.jp/#/



